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NOTES FROM WEBTERN TEXAS.
————

FORT BAVIS,

Pert Davin in situsted voar the Limpis Crock, in
e mdst of the wilcest seenery of Limpia Canon of
e Berra Dabolo, or Devil's Monntaine, Ita efeve
fios abuve tre sea e 4 50 foet; and the monetans,
gheb scmpletoly surround it on three sdas, tower 0
o 60U fert shove the parade groond, Toe lwprove
pente excel any of the poets 1 bave proviodly do
paribed, cxcepung those at Fort Clark. This is toe

station on the frovtier, and there sre, of coiares,
gere buildirgs than at the posts which are occapied
only two compavies. Our stay was very hriof bat
Jwss ernbled to walk over the gronnds, and make a
canery vinminativn of its comowon. Tue buildings
are fike the otter poets, & wivgle stary i ight, and
-rn(-ud vimitarly. [ poticed, however, tnat the
slicers gruerally bad separste quarters in hoases hy
Penneiven; aud tho marred moldiers, also, hed o dis-
et »ol spart for them, where they conM put up
sbise, ard enjoy all the privecy of & buwe. Both
and wood are vary scarce iu the vionity, Tue
ey contea ted for in brougbt s distanca of ™ miles, 1
was w'ormed. There nre a few cott mowood trees
shinting the Limpin, but the man dependencs for
eitees furl or tim er s tue osk. & eopply of waich is
Rauled eeven miles from the Foit. A saw-mul of foar-
toew bores power rupplies the post with sawed lamber
of wry required thickvess  The pow; is commnandod by
Qol. Bewels of the Scn lnfantry, All suppivs of gran
and provisions are obtained enher from El Paso or San
Astomio,  The prees of provisons st the settlers’
phares are alaemicgly high, but po more than the die-
faroe from toe market will warrant. We obtaned
sepplies of vegetabies for our table from the garden
atimcbed 1o the Fort, snd lor several days hived like
epieures on the suwonted juxnries,
FROM THE FORT TO THE RIO GRANDE,

Immediately atter leaving the Fort the coantry en-
tisely ehanges.  lustead of the tortuons rosd windiog
plowly through bgh woontsins snd over rocky beds
of 8 ereek, it travenes so open constry. sud thongh
pouoiaine skirt the landsoape ob either side, tha 1m-
meciate vicivity of the r ad msy be described as either
Rvel or slightly rollu g prairie Iand.  Half a mile from
the Fort the wagon rosd covwect rg witn the Rio
Grance st Preadio del Norte convects with the road
gver mbich our cowse lay. 1 bad remained behind
with & friend whie b e traiv moved ou, and bad & very
oold aru dissgreeshle ride befure owertaking it with
s furee Leao wina full in my face all the way. A prai-
fie dog town skirts the road on both sides for over
pwesty wiles, and the dimmniive whabitants of the
populons city ocossionally barked st un as we rode
wosg. Their bark in very mueh like the squeakiog
pore msde by tee misiature puppets of the eanine
specics in 1oy shops when the plat'orm on whick they
stand in squecned. We occasionally saw small brown
owla o thetr wicinity, with which they seemed ty be
o exbelient terme.  We have mnade revera! ineff-ctual
efforts 1o shoot ove of these dogs, but as tney almost
imvarish'y sit st the wooth of their Loles wheo visible,
it in probable they alway o fall into them when woandsd,

Tue seerxery for twenty-five or thirly miles aftsr
Jeaving toe Fuort was beant fol.  Partof it we passed
s the uight shile on furced marches for water,  Scrab
live ok trees grow in abundaece, sud. combived with
the moustain scerery, presented many beaatifal views.

WATER AND TIMBER.

The first water we resoned was Barrel Spring, 25
miles from Fort Davie.  Thir #pring derives ite name
from & vory inivial circomstance, being nithing else
than tee p sc ng of & barrel in the grouud for the eaters
of the spring ‘o coliectin.  Noom after leaving this
spet timber became scarce, and from Dead Man's
Holo, 14 unles westward, to toe Rio Grande, seaicsly
8 trvo of any descniption is fovnd.  Wood is very
pearce, snd had it not been for the dried staiks of
warions plants, wbich sre only availab e at this season
of 1he year, we should hisve been greatly straitened for
foe).

Desdman's Hole, to which T bave alluded, iz &
fprisg in the caivn of & mountain, pot more than 36
mites fio n the Fort, Several yearssgo s desd man,
of wiom sothing was kvowa pribably a victim of the
Iseians, was found in tue bole. From tuis sad event
Be spring bee denved ite name, Tall, jogeed rocks
tewerrd sbove he hole, around which bovered u large
Bock of quai . There are buttwo c ther watsrstations
oih s dreary route, peither of which sme worth de-
swibing, being merely boles cul in the ground for the
aecun ulaton of water from the rain, and possessisg
meither besuty vor interest.

WILD ANIMALE AND GAME,

We saw several large herds of antelnps ax we passed,
But it i costomary to bave & bell-man with every berd
of mules, wio become familiar with the music of is
datter, s10 koep togetver. Tois annoyieg acoompahi-
ment bas bad the effect of frightesis g away sll gane,
wven pometimon before wa bave woticad it, nod we
soascely deem it pradect to lewve the train anprote st
while we follow 1o pursuit. Tuus it hes happened that
we hays bad litle game excapting fuwls shut whes in
snp. We bave had several pooturesl wisits from
wolves, who night'y prow'ed round the camp, but
pever arnoyed us with howlings or thefta, In places
the rond was luterally covered for mees witn fote
Pivts of birde and beasts, We distinguisoed those of
the wolf, deer, antelope, prairie rat, quail aod buzzard,
But otbern we could ot tall what had made.  Flocks
of buxzards are always hovering over the camp whon
we depart, ready te fall upon the waste food lymg
ahout.

MNEXTING THE STAGE.

Three timas sivce wo started rrom San Antonio have
we met the semi-mouthly stage plyieg betwoen that
ity and Ei Paso, sod an equal number of times have
We been parend by the apward-bound mail, It is oaly
Btesn moutte sinee the first turough mail by thisroute
from San Auvtonio (o San Diego, Califurvia, was sent
Wver e e, There in s regular stage cosch, with
dnver, menured guards avd exira mules for chavgiug
frequently. Passevrgers are carried for very remuicrs-
five prices, soo freigit, together with extra baggage,
Btaken through at ove dodar per pound. Congress
haa mad e fiberal appropriations for the expanse of car-
tying the mail over thix routs, and the enterprise haa
Bt with comp'ete success. The time made averages
iy wiles per dsy, s much pleassnter metood of
taveling than the slow plodding pacs of av emigrant
bup. Ar sl wio traval over the road will meet or be
overtaken by the mail four Gines every mosly, it
Mlorde an opportanity of trapsmitting letters or ioé-
mger to friends, eitner befora or behind them.

STANDING GUARD.

Qur enca npment ia guarded wightly, four of the
Wrty heir g selected in rotation for each signt. Whoen
the weather 1+ pleasant, thers iano potioa of the du-
fes which devolve upon me performed with grester
williegoess.  In the still solemn shades of nigat. uot
& erenture Stinig sbout the camp, the dstaut herd,
Miepded by their drivers, quistly feediog, nod with
Mught to iuterrupt the weditations of the spirit, the
lime elspres almost uvconscioualy, Toe clearsky and
fre atmosphere of this cliwe wo different from the
deme werinl fluid throngh which dwellers 1o citing are
Wout 1o view the heavens, render tne sars far brghter
an al my nortbern bowe; asd [ bave gazed eorap-
tured on the beantiea of the southern sky, when the
departed sun has given way to the vast unpumbered
Worldy of space. We ean fow or nopetnat are wnvisible
#e8 degrees morth, bat the purity of the atmoepuere,
tombined with my pressnt mode of life in the open air,
Which causes & more intimate knowledgo of the works
of nature, has led me to devote more aitention to the
Beautics of the beavens than [ ever found leisure for
befure, 1 weli pecalloet the first might that I thus
watched. It was on the 26th of August, over two
mouths ago. ere the mideummer's heat bad yielded to

il Autumo’s blastse. Toe full moon was shiniwg
brightly dewn, rendering the mcene highly picto-
Tesque fo & romsdtic mind, Our waguns were
Mranged s usosl into  circalar corral or pen,
beneath which my comeades and the drivers were
tleeping. At aabort distanee our mules and borses
wee habbled, watohed by their herders. Several

Wains were eneampad near na, bat, 1o al appasranses,
1 was the on'y sunl awake. T k-pt wy wateh solitary
and slove til bright Aurura tinted the sastorn eb y, ~n-
Juyivg the ranqmilty of the secsa, snd memeg oo Lis
realvien of the past and 1he hopes for the futore. |
was withm fifty miles of the coset then, bat tow,
the hemt of the Isdian coantiy, the sams glonons
orbe hept toeir wateh with we. The Flades aod
Himdes, tistors reven in each group, ehossly followe!
by the glrions consteliation Orion, rse ab ot #
o'cack. and punoe their eonree torough the bonzom,
while the Groat and Lettle Bear revolve always atore
the borzon, ard bright Sinos, shming with the livter
of & peset iv the son h-esst, Wwgether wita pomerans
Erunps ang conriellations weinn the gee praphy of Lee
beaveon depicta, all elam our admiraton, Nor bas
wy atertion been witnout reward, for my waten beisg
out of repair, 1 bave learned to judge of the lapse of
time by watching their course throngh the heasens,
Bueh is ore of the great ndventages of travel. D-pisd
tte systern and regalarity which charatenss every-
thig at bume, we learn to depend oo ourselves to &
greater extent, and Lo compenssts by oor ows ohee va-
tion or iwgentity for the want of thgs wheen we have
bitherto reckoved smong toe wd spensable aciessores
10 bappiness and comfort.
YEGETATION,

Fonrd no moequit trees after leaviog Fort Davw
ontil within twenty miwa of the Rio Grande.  Cat's
claw, cactus, and the Bpanish hayenet ware tos only
shrnte, The tree cactus, as I have cailed it, or the
Jougwiera of botavy, ia to me the most besat.fnl and
most interestwg of the cactns faaily, It sooota fortn
frem the ground a8 & pingle ook or sem, which
thrown « ff branches frim the very base, and these, in
turt, bavipg their minor branches, » tres of mn-i:lag
alle dimenrions 18 furmed, rapgiug from three to ive
foet in bight. We oceasiouelly met la e groves of
them, appearing in tve dstavce [e thickets 1 Wne
ter, when destitute of leaves. Ther entire rurloce,
which in Sammer time ia & brignt gresn, is covered
with innnmersbie thoroe, aud fiom the evd of esca
limb & yeilow flower grows, from which, later in the
senron, comen the seed pod, The plaut, I thick, is ao
surusl, existing for only one resson, avo growiog from
asced. At sl events, the most of them were dryiag
up, withering and dying. 8t11it seeme & vers large
rbrub, snd eold wood for & pact matunng ioode
semson, ard it may be seversl years in atiaiciug its
full perfection Toe chmate seems too dry for snch
loxnrient vegetation, but v ne other way osn [ ac-
chunt for the genersl dicay I witnessed among Lae
epecies, An it dies, the thorey bark peeis off, aud
leavee the uvaked tree gtanding alove, Toe wood is
fillea with bolee of every shape, which give it & very
wingolar appesrance e

The Spauish bsyopst, as we appronch & more
portberly Istitude, aed the froste of Aotamn tinge ite
leaves, nleo sesumea & very singniar appearsooe,
Wlhetr er from the devastations of fire, or soine otner
cawe, this pleot seemed to be slmost nmversally
desa, the diy etalks, divested of toeir leaves or bayo-
nets, ard stauncing forth in buge proportions. Tuey
are eurmounted with s tasle or tutt very like s To-
disn's headoress, ludeed, they ro resewble the hu-
man forin At times as to set ag aefisccs the jadgaeat
and opimon of tre mMost. eXprrienosd Wesleru men,
Bome of them sre not less than 20 feet in bight, aad
I8 inches in drameter, They are hgnt aud prhy, and
wien perfectly dry, born bnilasby il gquite cou
pumed  Jo wounld quite setonah your resdens o soe &
wep mierehivg ivto camp with 8 log ticker than bime
self nud 20 foet in lergrh; but we fuand it & very hight
buroen, and supplied our camp-fires thus fur several
niy bts,

Mesquit and grams grass wers plestifal ali aloog the
rond. Thevo grasses are tavontes with animals, and
they will est no other kind while eiher of these are
acoeerible, The lstieris the larger and more putricions,
poisessing poist and fresh appesranc: near the roots
wuxd in the inper part of the biade when all i spparently
dead. Other kivds of grassare foued sll suug the
rond, but trese Lwo Yaneties sre 8] LDA: s relied
upon for grazivg., Mesquit grass in whort aud fine,
curling np in smail bunches aod generally growing
aiio uther varictien, We fraguently set Lue prairis ou
fire while eujoying our camp-fires, and o rapidiy would
it spreac that severai times it wason'y wWitn s Xtreme
difficulty we conid sundue it before much damage was
done,

DESCENT INTO THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY.

Intte vicmty of Eagle Springs, wiech appears ta
be the moet elevated table land after leavivg Fort
Davie, the road graduslly slopes to & lower alutnde
uutil wittin about eleven miles of the R Grande,
when it leads throvgh a mountain pass or caiwn. It
is prebably two miles long, and in places ko DATTOW
thast two wagous cangot pase each otver.  Part of the
sceecry ir rocky, but not grend sud imposirg. Thws
cafion thiough the moustaws berdering the esstera
Lk of Lie river, leads 1uto the valley of tie niver at
s point eigbty-five miles below El Paso. The road is
tHory, in sume places steep, and when comparstively
smiooth, imnliniog.  After smvu g at the western ter-
minus, it is til] nine miles o the river. It was s ovld,
biustering mormeg when we emerged from this uar-
row onfion into the broad valley of Rio del Nurte,
Fur tie firet tiwe in my lite, 1ivoked upon the term-
tors of peighboricg Repubiie of Mexico, Lius tae
enstern bauk, the oppuosite shore wae shut in bya
ot sit of wonn'aing, whioh looked bleak and deeolate
oniuch 8 day, T rode forward ic sivence of the
traw, wging my horse to the utmost of his sirength,
after » jourcey of two days without Waler, apx oas Lo
be the first to gaze upoen the famous river eo well
kxown in the hietory of our late war with the Repab-
lio. and i the Lreaties gromivg vut of that eveat. But
| wae teo late to win the isurele, Never heloss, 1
wakea the thirst of my borse wils wuddy walers,
and bathed wy liands aud face before retaruing te the
frain, which by this time hsd reached toe csmping
groued,  Halting cve day to aliow our animals to re-
cruit, we again srarted, and arrived at Fort Qaitman,
five avd & valf miles sbove the fimt encampment on
Rio Grande.

FORT QUITMAN,

This ia a new post, LAViDE only been oocupied sbout
one mosth, and bas beep establisbed more for the sup-
pressicn of thievirg toan for protwection sgsinst lu-
disrw, It is 8o cmay to ronp progerty over Lthe 1iver
inte foreign territory that there is great tensptatiou to
evgege in the business, and if toe satalilisoment of
this post will have a tendency to oteok the evil, it
will prove & wiee measure, The Fort is commanded
by Capt. Arthur T. Lee, coe of the wost able aod efli-
¢ et officers in the service, and is garrisoned by Com-
paries C snd H Eighth Infeatry. Both officers
ard s ldiern are still quartered in lents. We
fourd the men hard st work, however, some
wabirg ndobe bricks some erecting noasss, and
some cultivg lumber in the grove waich skirs
the nver, dressivg it for fences, door-sille, win-
dum.caps, spd other purposes. Nu ote appeared Lo
be idle exceptirg the surgeon, who bad net & salitary
iwvalid i the bospital. Toe soidiers will probably be
ke pt buey for a couple of years in completiog the im-
provements, and when Soiskied, o sl probability or-
ders will be isved to absnd nthe post. Tne officers
trested us with grest hoepitality and sitestion,
«fferiog refreshments, exterding the courteivs of tbe
Furt, and showirg us their preseut quarters, and the
crsigps tor 1* e purmanout buildings i proguss of erve-
tion, Tte captain, wno bsodles the pencil witn the
+ki)] avd taste of & professiosal artist, showed us some
of hisskelo'es of scepery from netare, among wiich
wae & drawirg of Capital Mountsio, whicn, 1t wul be
recullocted, 1 nsocnded somo weeks sisce. It was mo
trne & copy of the pietureeque poak, that T recogmized
it at oree, slthovgh I nave scen nothiog bat mountan
scencry mnce, He had several otber views Loat I re
wembered on the road, sed all were besuufally
colored.

OTHER CHANGES UNDER ADVISEMENT,

We slso learned that the proper autborities wers
cousidering the propriety snd utility of abandoniog the
uwochmdwnuwhuuﬂuwﬁn‘m-u
the northern route, or that by Delaware Creek, ford-

irg 11e Pears at Horss Bend Crossing, and over iha
Haudes Plan te Furt Condnoarse, aad theses neary
sastward enile 37° paralial.  This wosl) passtorosgh
o wirile plas for over ooe hunds«d miles, Wila peitter
water per Unier, 804 8 somsl) Vegetstion Waen
firt surveyed the road througn tois desolste region
was sarhed out with stabes, there beirg mo land-
marks; avd besce it han since been kuown ss V' The
Sgker Phin” Th ugh certanly nemser Loan bre
Moutl exn reute, it s rearcely probabe Loat the chasge
will sver be mate, Oneof tee main objects ses @
View ib lbe tabistmest of fruotier posts is tne en-
© Grageiel L e protection of setilere, the Fort beng
8 DBLLeDR ATuDLO Whed enterprisivg plonecrs may
settle with the as-nrance of freedom from the encioach-
et of Inoians or toe depredations of goenlns By
1 us epovireg' g e settlewert of the border, the
rlzess are evevtually sble to protect themeelves,
Ind axs retire to less seitled districts, aed (ravelers
mey jourvey térouga without dapger from lurkieg
foer. Buch bar 8/ways bees the policy of our Govers

mert sinee the sstabisnast of the regnlar 'my, sad
it seem to e bardly probable that the oeage of nall &
ceptory will be departed Irem in this Dslabee, Toe
route weich my serier of letters bas fainuly nescribed,
hus been reloe <l by the Mai Cnppsuy as tbe best
apa mort jodicions, snd cenainly & beter road, take
wal apd all, bas never beer constrocied. Opened
wigmally se 8 mibtary road, it bes never hed ao ap-
p eprint on for ita (o provenent, and althoogh weiely
awegontrs | throogh 1be ®lcerness, wever & boe ur
rpnde o its murince, excepting a1 digging down Lbe
barks of strmemus wher fording was pecessary, and of
ot or two weep hill sides, it i# 8 better rosd teken
thrcughout then the Nariopal Read, rasning troogh
s 11 ickiy-srtied portion of the Ution, &nd Rept i gon-
stant 1o par by the telle colecreo from travela s Wood
sud waler Arv cowparatively scaroe in many pacts of
the roed, aud the laiter can ressily be pro-
vided for by  buildieg taoke, and the for-
mer i mot anficestly tcarce to be & me
nous evil, Heyopa Fort Cinrk the coustry will
probably be wery thinly settied for all ame to come.
The inur geuerally ix pot ‘rich, and it dow pot lie wel
for iroganion.  Tucesd, wiere would the sopply of wa
ter vome from for irmgstivg purposss mere the land
ever 20 favorsbly situated for receivieg it!  Only tos
fert be valleye alur the watsr-courses will, as & gen.
erni thing, receive the atention of ibo-e socking homes
/b the West; and whie Kaosas, anzous sna Wase-
igton Terrwrien offer s moeh bebier induoemen's to
rettiers, few will care to make improvenents in locali-
ties whe re they can have ittle society sad sons of the
sdvastages of civilzed lie.  Bebool-houses and
chnrcbes casnot be supportsd in sparsely stiied dis
tricts, ard what iotelligent family would tske up im
abode 1n 8 locality waere {hese privieges are depied !
The prasticatnlity of runcing & reiwsy hos hy this
route (¢ beyond a question, but it wuuid be & Very pour
invertinest, depending, ss ot aleays most, on Lhe
throoge treve:, srd bav ng o way bosiness, Tne ma-
terimle, toe, 'or ils cobstrocliun mwust e tracsported
trom & gistance, ard supplies of Tations for the work-
et =10 swall it m o e expense—eould oniy be pro
cured AL FLOTINODA [riCéR, 1D & Toaoner sunilar to
bt in which e troupe are sopplied sttie frustier
guete,  Mure portierly roates, then, are onrtaioty more
jneicionn tor copnect g ths Paoitic wita the Mismam ppt
Vaiey, What the extreme soutterly roates gain in
noidness of ciomate, avd in escapriog the tury of the
severe suos storme of the 1orty, is wore than coauter-
balancea by the iwcorveiences I have mectioned.

FORT QUITMAN Tu EL Pan,

The rosd threugh tie vail-y of the Rio Grande is
sandy all the way, sud 10 places we foune it almiet
in poemble to urge our wear cd animals forward. Desr
sbourded ' the vicluity of the Fort, woich sapplied
our Iar0er with fresh venson for the remaindsr of toe
Jonruey, Our progress over this portion of the route
wus very slow; indend, thoigh we bave been careful
with oor aniaale, in our avx ety to push on with ra
ioity we ratber overtasked sheir powers of eaduracce,
ard we vere compelled to lay by for several duye at
the * Corn Fisids," to alow them time to recrmit,
e valley is nuinbabited between the Fort and Bureb.
v lie, & distarce of 33 anjes. Thereare t #o adobe and
trpee piehet mud-cbizded houves in inis place, sll in-
pabited by Mewean faurliss exceptiog one, which is
vesupied By au Amencas trader.  Tue Curn Fields
conmenee sisteen wiles soove this vilege. 1 was
suspriced to Bud tue uroal vegeiation of the counntry
sbow dirg on Lbie sandy rosd, sud opoo arrivieg et
the Corp Fields, which are on the sa pe kind of eoil,
but subje ted to the irrigating process. I found toat it
was all eapabie, mith proper treatment, of produciog
Inxuriant crops of the staples of tnis country. The
Corn Foelds are not fenced in, bat lie open as the
praire,  Irmgating ditches, of ecyuias, s lbey are
enlleo bere, supphivd wirh water from the river, couise
their way t-rovgh and sfford an sbundant rupply of
water for tre crops,  The ground ie owued and calti
vated by Mexicans; and elthrugh tim ber is plesty, taey
prefer, after the nsual costom of their country, employ-
‘g berders to attend their cattle sad prevent toem from
destroyivg the crupe, thau to erect fences  Each one's

weessions are bouoded either by a ditch or an els-
veted ridge, thrown np for the purposs; aud of suy
oue's cattle treepsse on anotoer's field, the owoer s
cbliged to pay the damnge incurred. Hos such Mex-
enn custows sre enfurced in Texea 1 do not understaod,
but perhaps ** moral snssion’ of toe ** Digher In®"" bas
romethieg to do wita it. When the corn s npe, it s
gathered spd pilea on theground, the stalks remaining
tanding 88 fuaaer for a1y desining to avall themeelves
of it. While the erop is boivg gainered in, the work-
then reside temporarily in corn-talk wigwana or tents,
suer 8L whs wy delight to maeke when & boy. The
grain in composed of varingated colors like onr pop-
ccru st the vorth, Theee coru-fields, at toe tiwe Tezar
was admirted ivto the Ucion, wers in Alax 0o, Dut the
nver, which rons throogh very sandy soil, is con-
stavtly chaogivg its chapne), ana thoe & strip several
mil# in width, extending perbaps thirty miles slosg
tLe niver, bas been added to the United Siates. By
this charge of the coasvel, several Mexican towus
have ceme ander tre jonstiction of the State of Texas,
Of 1hese, San Eleazario i the largeet, svd wea the oid
Presvdio, or miitary post, oo the troutzer. It contaiss
ALy respectable Spanwh fsunies, aud some few
Americace, Toe preeidio 1 etill etanding, bot &
roiped state, The distavce of San Eleazano from El
Paso is twenty-five wiles i going which we pameithe
rowne of Socorroacd lel-ta, places of nounportance aod
litte besuty. Toe chanpel of the river is pot over
100 yards wide, apd wher the migury fieshets ooour,
caosed by the meltirg uf the swows in the Rocky
Moustans, it cverflows it bauke, intndstee the valley,
aud the rush of waters fliuds 1o outlet torvagh the for-
awer beosof the river, asd throogh gulbes formed by
the impetuone current, At sech hunes Lae sinp of load
on which these tuwes and irigsted fields arc & uated
wonld become 8 lenporwy isiend, and some writers
ard Liavelers bave thos been deceived itto Lae opini®
t1at 1t was really b exiensive permagect island in tte
river. Allthe way op the valley 1 noticed deep gul-
lier, evidenly mace by the treshiets of toe nver, some
of which were at lesst twenty feet in depth, aad which
st Uimes intrnded op the pabhe highway. Itis said
bot the ctizens of Mexico residing ou the Rio Grande
Lave ib rotue places smisted the action of the carrent
b ot apgisg the ccurss of the river, in order to get ob
ibe Texas sioe, preferric g to be nuder the domivion of
¢ Upcle Sam ™ to that of toeir own governmest.

The Rio Grazd is a muddy, rapid stream, lined in
this section with cotton-wood top, and though not
deep, excepting in places where the carrest is oo
tracled witais & very narrow spuwe, is dasgerous to
ford on aceoust offhe quicksand in the bottom. Toe
ot spvel s constantly eoavging, sod wagons even st
the regular force sometimes sink & doeply in the saad
(hat they are extricated with ¢ ifficuity, sad not na‘re-
quently lost altogsther. 1bave several tumes fousd
my borse bad svrk s foot in depth whaile drinkisg by
the sbore.

The an_mip_u last week were §920,000, The
smount subject to draft ix pearky §7,000,000,

NEBRASKA.

Cerrerpasdence of T . V. 'l;hu
Omana Crry, N. T., May 2, 1860,
The publie lands in this Territory to be brought
into market in July, August and September next,
as specified in the President’s proclamation, em-

brace 250 townships and fractional tewnships, |

making an aggregate of nearfy 5,000,000 of acres.
Supposing one half of these lands to be already se-
cured by preemptors, there will remain over
2,000,060 of meres to pase mainly into the hands of
speculators, who will geither reside npon nor im-
prove their purchases, but depend upon making
their profita out of the increased value which will
be given to their lands by the toils and privativos
of 1he Lardy settlers weo open up farus around
them, snd attrnet businesa sud settlewent to the
tegivn, Had Grow's bill and the Homestead (for
both measures are needed) been eoncted un laws at
the late session of Coogress, these lands would
bave remained open o settlement by those who
would bave cultivated and made b vnes upon shem;
but now they are destised to pass into the hands of
wun-reside. © specu atore, o be a perpetusl draw-
back upon our progress and settlement. s bas besn
the eare in & latge portion of Jowa and vtber parts
of the West.

The ennige of the Administration with regard to
the tapdx of this Territory has borne heavily upon
the settlers.  Last yesr nutwitbetauding the de-
depressed state of affuirs, and when predmptors

were but ill prepared to pay for their lanag, the |

President's prociswation wes issued for & pablie sale
i Beptember, and precwptors were notitied to pay
up or forfeit their cloims.  Meetings wore beld all
aver the Territory, asking for o pustporement; but
time rolled on, snd there came Do eneniitsgeuent
that the sele would be put off. Every exertion was
made by the settlern to serape together the amonut
preessnry  to buy their lauds—many depriviag

themselves almost «f the pecessaries of hife to se |

cure their bowe from the grasp of speculators,
while cibers were compelled to burrow the
wenns from  money jobbers, at from forty to
aixly per eeot. sud wortgage their laod ss secarity,
with but little chance of being able to rederm it st
the end of the year. Some, even, who thougat
the Intter prospeet hopeless, determined to rick all,
sud allow therr elaims to go to sale rather than
that they should use their right of precmption un-
der such ebeerless circuwstsnces,  After all those
bardships—after all bad paid whe ewld in any
wh) du we, then, avd mot (il them, vn the l[., besfiirm
that fixed for the opening of the sale, was the post-
porement anpouneed,  Many wha then ** entered
ot time hase furteited the ir lande, whereas, had the
postponems ut been aonousced io time, they would
pave been enabled still to retaio them.  This year,
the bardship will pot be so great, ue the number of
settlers who have put ' prosed up” 18, of eourse,
but small, compared with theso who were in the
sate situation lest year; but the permanent effict
of the wule will be the rame as it vould have been
then—to pres the large body of laude into the hauds
of speculutors, to the exclusion, bereafter, of met-
tlere, unlese the latter purchuse of secoud bands,
aud nt wo advanced price,

Any expectations of a large amount of revenue to
the Government from the publie sales, are likely to
be disa |mlu|0l‘|. The low rate st which land war-
rants Ean- been selling for & yesr past aud the
great pumbers of them not yet located, wost make
it mutually to the int=reat of buyers to have the
sale go by default, and imuediately sfterward pro-
ceed tu epter with warrsnts, 1wstead of pay ng
ensh. as they wust do if they bid offat the sale.
Thip interest will undoubtedly oring sbout sach a
evmbinstion as to make it likely tout but few bids
will be made; and the resuls will be that, inetesd
of cash, the Government will receive its pay prio-
cip+lly in warrante,

T'o those who wish to settls in the West, our
besutiful and fertile prairies offer great induce-
me pta; and this year will be a particularly favor-
able tme for thore coming with some means, The
lané sales will affura opportunitiss of purchasing
unimproved lands At Government price, while the
rush to the gold mives is taking ofl many who have
prefmpted and improvea veluabie claius, which ean
now be bought at very low tignres.  And the same
eause whicd makes the price of tha farm low, is
tendivg to ivcrease the value of its productions aud
the dewand for thew, nawely, the eaigrativn to the
gold regon,  For the thousauds who are now
werding their way thitber, and the thousands yot
to eome, if the affair is no bubble, mustubtain their
support prineipsliy from the Musswri Valley—snd
bence farming in this region canuot fail to be profit-

le.

A case of great bardship, reeulting from mis-
plaerd covfidence in 3 near relstive, has lately
come to my knowledge, the sufferer in which wus
formerly a0 setive Jund reformer in New-York,
He wes ivducea by the statewents of hin relative
tosend bim s land warrsut and s considerable
smonunt of money to purebase a farm for him in
this Territery, and finally left the eity to make hin
future bome upon the farm so purehased; but,
after bis arrival here, he fouvd tost bis relative
bad the title to the lasd made to bimself. and on
various pretexty be ban mnee refused to make it
over to the rghtful owner, who ia thus deprived
of sll bis means and left brokendown sod dis
pirited, far from his former friends, and within
reach of no ssoeation suitsd to s habits. He
1ouk part in the Industrinl Congress, orgspized
some yearango, and has dove much by his writings
to sttract the publie asteution to land reform and
kindred suhjeots,

Qur ety i8 alive with the bustle and business in-
cident to 1he outfitting sod starting of emigrant
trsine to the gold mines, Tlnndreds of them are
esmprd about the suburbe, waiting for the grass
to I{Jﬂ.ltc up sufficiently for the subsisfencs of
stoch: but train after train is started duily, and
enzh day brings sn sceession from the Enst.  Sev-
ersl thousands bave siready atarted; but it is gen-
erslly supposed that the lurger part of the ewigrs-
tion 18 yel to ecome. The grass is now startiog
finely, and in & week or two will be sbundant. The
emigrants who have arrived bere are principally
from Michigan, Wisconsin, Misnesota and lown,
with sowe from Indiaua, 1liinois, and further east.

—— %
BORDER RUFFIANISEM IN NEBRASKA CITY—GEN,
JOHN CANDLE-BOX CALHOUN KNOCKED DOWN
—A FREE FIGHT.
Corrmrpundesce of The N. ¥. Tribuza.
NeBRARKA CiTY, May 3, 1800,

Yesterday was a day of the most intense excite-
ment ever witnessed in this city! The city was
crowded with stages and with eitizens from ull
over the county of Owe. Hupdreds of Pike's
Peakers were in town. It was the day of the
charter election, and also of & Mass Convention of
the pevple south of the great Platte River, as-
sembled to insugurate ways and means for the
holding of eleetions and choosing of delegates w
the Kaueas Constitutional Convention, for the pur-
pote of securing Lhe extensivn of t5e boundaries of
the propused State of Kaosss a0 as to include that

rtion of Nebraska lymg south of the Platte River,
Nine tenths of the people residing south of the
Flatte River favor appexation to Kansae and an
enily sdiuission &8 an wdependent and soversign

State. ) -

The people met in their might and in their
lhﬂ;f.m declare their still agsin of the
weasure, and for Whe pui of vowiosting dele-

gates, The business . ::: liun'eb:iou w‘:
rogiessing barmoniousy, sppareatly t

fnzfa uniluem-n ol af!. H-j:r-(ienenj Joho
Candle bux Caiboun, of Kansss o toriety, s

upon the platform (13e meeling waa in the street).
lie said be bad & ' sperch to make.” He sad he
bad 8 curiosity 1o see what eflact & speech of bis
would have io Nebrasks. Be eame upoa the stand,
gloriously drusk, He swore, he foamed asnd
srutbed. and called sll who were in favor of An-
nexation & vet of Blsck Republican honods—shus
denouncing a6 good Democrats as there are aDy-
where it the ornnrf. He was listeued to, nolwith-
standing his insul-ing langusge, for one hour aod
abalt. A lawyer by the name of Mason was then
calied up. All of » prraunal charscier ssid oy him
% s, b’ the statrment made by Gea. Calboun was
pet orue, and was d-rogatory to the charseter of
tw map who sad & Calbour called bim s lar

5

three imes. Mason then knoeked bim down, and
' rolkd b'm off the platform. A free fighs wan the
yesult Bowis knives awd revolvers were drawn,
| avd, for the spaee of a ba [ bour, an immense crowd
were engoped in one general melve.  Buat, owiog
to the great crowd, litthe barm cou'd be done—
litthe more than swelled eyes, bloody faces, and
torm evats,

Shortly sfter this geveral fight a private altercs.
tion ensued betwesn a Germsn doctor and an old
resdent ol the place, in which the resident was
severely wounded by the discharge of the doetor's
rovolver, Tbe dvetor made his escape tothe hotel,
Tee erowd surrouvded the botel ar l{ thieatened to
| lyneb hum, and ot une bme it seemed s if the erowd
could be pacified 1o no vlver way except by swing-
ing the geatleman upon a tree: but masly through
the influence of Judge Miller, tbe new Jadge of
this distriet, he was wed to be marched to juil
and there ironed, with a guard of citizens placed
outside of the jail as a wateh, )

This has been o sad day in the history of this
thriving eity.

P, 8.—Paity lives were not drawn in the charter
eleetion, which resulted in the election of 8 weslthy
merctant of the vame of Goddio, of the firm of
Goddio, Milier & Co.  Goddin was fo merly a
Kuuw-Nothing editor in Keatueky. TRAVELER.

A —————————————

LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE.

ME. SICKLES AS A LEGISLATOR ON ADUL-
TERY.
T the Editor of The N. Y. Tribune,

Sin: The Siekles trial, furtunately, is endod—its les.
sons remain, sot lost entirely, | hope, upon Mr. Sickles
himeelf nm those of his elase. T think that when Mr.
| Sickles was first aware of the little pains that was
| taken to corecal the amours of Key and his wife from
| & class of people disqualified by the law on acevunt of
| their color from testifying in courts of justice, that
| #ven be must bave begun to think of the barbanty of
anch disqualification, The lnw was made to serven
white people for ontrages upon eolored per-ous, bul
here it was operative in another direction,

80, tov, when the ease of the vegro in North Car-
olina was cited, and relied upon by the prosecution to
<how that sdultery with the wife was not a justifieation
for killing the adulterer, if the prisoner feit * the
halter draw’ a little when that anthority was intro-
duced, he, perbaps for the first time, saw the
wrong and ootrage of makivg men unequal
befure the law' in this conntry; snd when the force
of that authority was broken by the shameful decin iom
that the Court was eumpelled to make, *that the
« slave hushand Lad ne marital rights,” be could
t ave had no very high estimation of the kind of law
by which he was relieved. Tt ia possible, too, that
Le way have learned that adultery was a more hein-
ous cffense thay be considered it when, as 8 legis-
lator, be Lad bad a very good opportanity to give evi-
dence of his estimation of the crime, 1t had come,
in his opinion, to merit death; time was when he
thought quite differently,

I have looked at the journal of the Assembly of
which Mr. Sickles was a member in 1817, in which 1
remen bered that he had something to do with this
question. A bill was istroduced by Mr, Flanders,
from the Judiciary Committee, containing not very
severe penaltivs against this offense; but it was intro-
duced i good faith, and would have passed the
Huure, had iggot been defiated by legislative ehica-
pery. Boon after ite introduetion, Thomas Smith of
Schoharie (who could uot have been suspected of a
wish to make the nct retrospective, if such a thing

were trying & slander #uit in the Cireait Court.
hnme:t?b‘d the weakest ib—ﬁvd.qll
was, aped as he was just then oot of Unugress, with
coumderablo reputation, prinei pally aequired threagh
the laber of his asociates in Uie Woin ol m:
the Tardf of 1812, he undertvok to play off

man the Jury, most of whom were hi< old coun-
try veighbors, He asked them if they ¢ mid

he would stapd there to upbold a camse Md
merit, &e,

When Mallett came to re t’
buke to the learsed ovausel, - ** The honorable Chair-
wan of Ways aud Means,” he said, ** often indulgesd
in o practice which 1 regard as unfair and improper.
He e soenstomed to throw the weight of his own
charaeter aud standing m favor of an nuworthy client.
To suppurt & failing canse, ho briugs his own
g wenits to the conmderastion of 1he Court and Jury.
He plays himself ont to-dny as though he "‘3'
right buwer in the case."

h“ l‘iis'hl bhower!" oquired Fillmore, ' what is
that ¥

“B knave in the pack,” replied Mullet,

sqﬁm, 9, 150, i

e ———————————
OPENING OF THE NICARAGUA ROUTE.

THE CALIFORNIA MAIL SERVICE.
From The Washington Star, May 10,

The Californin oceanwnrd mail coutract was declared
ofl vesterday aftespoon to Daniel F. Johuson of New-
York, His “bid for the uine mouths -ﬂ-ﬂ -re
vice 1o be vontracted for was ‘lw.lm—-—h' a -'“
at the rate of 57187 50 fora like p.a of time,
when compared with the mtes now being paid for &
sinilar service by the Panama route.

The eovsunmation of this contract reflocts grest
eredit on the kead of the department.

We bave compiled the following synopaie of the bide
offered for this serviee from ioformation derived from
various soarces, principally from New-Y 4
all the tenders were made,  The bids were
monthly trips, both ways:

By Wm. €. Barney—From New.York, New-Orleans
and Savanuab, vis Havaua, §2337,600,

& I;‘;.ml. New-York and New-Orleans, via Koy Weat,

) 5,010,

From New-York and New-Orleans direot, 200,

‘l: :‘i:n New-York and New-Orleaps, via Havana,
3,100,

All the above bids contemplate mnaivg by the Nica-
ragna route,

Corneling Vanderbilt is believed to have bil.—from
New-Orlears vin Pavama (vxclnsive of the [sthmus
teansat) for $155 000 and from New-York via Pasama
(vaclusive of the Isthmos roate for £37,500, 1t in said
that be coupled these bids with & wndllk:‘:ll if
openirg the Nicwrag us route oinself, he she have
the priv ilege of perfirnang the service over it; and in
ciise his New=Yurk bid shioakl be accepted, then be
wis to reeeive $37,000 additioun] for the [sthinus
vansit,  He asked vothing additional for that transit
;ofr‘w we i case of the seevptance of his New-Orloans

L0

The Louisians Tehomtepee Company are said to
have bid-—From New-Orleans to Ventosa Bay, §219,.
00 from New-Orleans to Aeapuloo, ’-l!ﬁl.ﬂuﬂ.

Mr. Daviel ¥, Johosor | of New-York, bid--.From
New-York aud New-Orleans, via Koy West, $162-
e,

The Panama Railroad Company and the Pacifie
Muil Stesnship Company are said to have bid con-
jointly—-From New-York to Sun Fravcisco via Pana-
i, 199,000,

It is #luo stated that in the bids of the Tohnants
Compauy it was uuderstood that the Pacific Ml
Steanalip Company were to transport the msils eisher
from Acapuleo or Ventosa, without ehimege to the
Goverument, receiving their pay from the company.

Awnivar yirow Fonr Besvov.—Ma, V
U, 8, Agent fur the Blackfeet Indians, arrived in
vity yesterdny morvivg.  Toe Mujor left bas (Fort
Benton), 750 miles @ the mouth of Yellow
Stove, & Mackimaw boat, on the 20th of Mareh,
The first part of his Ir'i'g was & very tedions and lnbo-
rious ore, He was 32 days in makiog 208 miles,
the gorges in the ioe making it almost impossi-
Die for them to get along at all.  After reaching Fort
Srewart, 80 mi'es above the Yellow Stone, be double-
d the boat, and by rosniog o

-

could have been done) beeame the champion of the
measure, though not & member of the Judiciary Com-
wittee  Upon his motion, it was twice made 8 special
order, by which it would have gone to the Cominittes
of the Whole, and been open for amendment; bat, &
day or two befure it was to have been considersd in
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Bickles, from the Com-
wittee of nine, reported a bateh of bills as proper to
be taken from the Committee of the Whole and re-
ferred to 8 select Committee to report complete, and
this bill was smong them,

It was then referred ton Select Committes, aud
both Mr, Swith and Mr. Sickles were put upon it.
This waa on the let of May, and no more was heard
from it till the Fall Session. which commenced on the
8th September. Onthe Hth of Octoher, on motion
of M1, Small, the House ordersd the Committes to
report in three days, and on the 9th Novembuer—H
duys, instend of three—Mr. Smith reported that the
# Committee had gone through the bill and agreed to
“ the same, with mnendiments,”

The report was agreed to, and the bill ordered to
be engrossed for & third rending; but when the
amendments came to be examined, they were found
to be uot merely clericabbut substantial. The bill of
the Judicisry Committes required indictments for
seduction or adultery to be presented within a year
from commission of the offense,

Messrs, Smith and Bickles's Committee changed
this to six months, and added ** that no conviction
“ hould be bad under the third section of the act
“ (fir adultery) exeept upon the complaint, in writing,
“ of the busbapd or wife of one of the parties to the
** adultery or sexusl intercoursa therein mentioned,
“ 1o be filed in the office of the Clerk of the Couoty
 where surh offenss shall have been committed.”

The Committes aléo sdded to the sixth section
(which imposed a penalty for enticing or inveigling
any female into n honse of assignation or prostitation)
thix very comprehensive and aaful provision:

w Prowided, buwever, that ln all cases the party rharged auder
thin seetion, ut utder the fraf weetion, may prove io bar that wuch
female was at the fime of the qffense charped 8 Woman of uur
chaste or lewd character.”

The fint section proposed to punish in the county
jail, wot exceeding one year, for seducing or haviog
carnal intercourse with suy unmarried feimale.

By the amendment, prouf of the offense cetabliched
& good plea in bar.

When the bill came to its third reading, Mr. Bascom
moved to refer it to a Select Committee, with instruc-
tions to report it to the Housa forthwith, by strikiog
ot of the first mection the words ** county jail,” *one
year,” and insert “three,” ‘‘siz months,” in the
fourth section, and the artful proviso in the sixth.
 Dehate was had thereon, pending the question,
wwhen on motion of Mr. Sickles, the House ad-
** juarned.”

This carried the question over for one day.

The next day, Nov. 2, the bill, as smended by the
8 lect Committes, wasordered privted, and it was oot
reached sgain uutil the Sth December, when Mr.
Bacosm modified bis motion =0 as to strike out the
lLimitation of #ix monthe, sud insert three year, and
also the artful proviso,

The motion was carried, the bill so amended, and
pot to & vote and lost for want of five more votes—
Mr. Sickles not voting, though present; for, upon Mr.
Rotherford asking to be excused from voting, aad
that being denied, Mr. SICKLES moved that be have
lenye to enter the ressoms upon the Jjouraal, which
was depied. Could Mr. Sickles have then foreseen
the future that was before pim, hiz votes and his
artion upon that question would probably have beea
different. 1 bind no wish for his conviction at Wash-
ington, but could sot but reflect upon the grace with
which be could urge that the law afforded oo ades
quate pupishment for the sdulterer; and with how
little grace either he or his counsel eould complain of
the rales apd precedents and custoins that starec his
case more than once i the face. And if he nees this
remipiecence. | am sure he will pot suspect that sny
upkind feeling prompta it, 5.

MESSHS. FILLMORE AND TALCOTT.

T the Editor of The N. ¥. Tribuse.

ik 1 observe that you have printad from The
Wine Press atame and incorrect version of & amall
pasgge between Messre. Fillmore and Talleott,
which twk place some fifleen years ago, in aa old
court-house, The thing was capital as it oorurred,
Lt The Wine Press hias made it fint and pointless in
the telling, The eircan:tance illustrated a vicioua
babit inte which Mr. Fillmore had then fallen, as well
as the quickpess of Mr. Taleott in retort.

My Pilimore and the late lamented Judge Mullett

resched Sioux City in eght days,
trip to 8t. Louis (rom Fort Stewart
taking the railroad from 8t, Joseph.
We learn from Mujor Vanghan that nniversal poace
rru-uiled among the ludisos of the rogion from which
\& conen, inhabited by the Gros Ventres, Assi
Wackfert, Crows, Arickmces, Mandaos sad
There bad been mvre than the usual uumber of bo
in the Blsckfvet country, and the trading houses of P,
Choutesa, jr.. & Co,, and D, M. Frost & Co.,
done an exccllent busivess, Thoy will be able to
furward a very large number of 000 to 3,
The Nionx Lidisos had fared moch worse than
other tribes, snd many of them had been in & starving
conition, Suael was the extremity w which
driven, that they were compelled to kill their
ard dogs, 1o nvoid abrolute starvation,
The’t\'inler was pot so severe as had been
enced in that climate in fprevions seasons, bot ao ane
rnml!rlrd wmuunt of suow had fallen—nothing of the
];mi had been lkm:hln !‘u:{yun.d In the moath dﬂ
there were on ree duys during whioh
RLUW, and mnnt’nf the tiun"'llh hr‘id M
Bt. Louds Republican.

Despenate ATremer 1o EsCAPE FROM AUBURN
Prisos,— T'ar Auburn Advertiser of ¢
gives an account of & bold and desperate
vecnpe from the Btate Prison, made on -
il-f by Charles Randall, 8 vegro convict sent from Buf-
fulo. ~ His place was in the tool shop, ou the north side
of the prison yard., About 7 u'clorr. and
after breaskfast, he went into the luft of his =hop,
jumpiug on te the roof of the shed that stood ageiost
the purth wall, seized a long pole with & hook on the
end of it, attached the book to the top of the wall, and
wert up the pole with mr‘:ﬁring a‘iﬁty; whin on the
wall, he drew from under his coat a rope, made
Lis bed blanket, ard fasteving it to the wall, lot himeelf
safely down; then drawing from his cost s long,
elise | sud & hatchet, he ran koross the common on
porth side of Wa lstreet, gud with the fleetness of &
devr rushed through the vorth part of the eity. .

He performed his feat in of two
atanding oo the wall with londed muskets in their
bands,  Beveral officers of the prison started in porsui
and traced bim to Issae Sutton's wood-shed.  When
the wer oame up be declared be would not be taken
tisck, md roshed at them with the chisel ani hatobet.
Mr. J. O, Barber fired four tines with & revolver, oal
ope shot taking effect, and that cansiog a flesh m-i
om the arm, nll then turved and ran for Bavker's
wood, ard jost s he lid reached the wood, be waa
interoepted by 8 negro named Charles Blair, who at-
tempted to reize and detaio him. A prison gusrd soon
cnmie up and struck Randall with a cane, and re-
inforcements arriviog, the desperado was overcome
und taken back to prison,  1lair was wounded on the
arms quite severely while struggling with the fugitive.

maki
Mn-n‘

gsif

i

0

§

-
Discostisvanck oF OvERLAND MaiL BERvicE~
The faslure of Congress, st its late session, the
usunl appropriations for the Pmt-()ﬂiumnﬂlﬂ.
bas indieed the Postinaster-Geoeral to acrutinize the
serviee, with & view to discontione all that Illth
diepensed with without material iujury to the lie
corvenienes, The territorial ruutes betwesm &.
Mo, and Albnguergne, N. M., and betwean
Mo, and Stockton, Cal,, which were ot to
Inst yenr, have sccordingly been discontinue]—the dis-
continnnsics to take effcet from the lst day of July
pext. For some time past (aa it appears (rom the re-
pe rix on file iv the Departiment) the service upon both
of these ruutes has been almost eutirely
There is vo evidence that the mails dus, oo
route, at Neoslis in Decpmber and J
Albuquerque 1o Decembur, February and
reachod their rainu of ; “or that those
“;il“lb. nd st M’ “h Jnu'-l;' 'l*=.d
arch, & tun
March, ever armived. Ou the l.ri.m‘l,!}ll dee
not received ustil

at Albriguerque in November was
the st of Javuary following; Mumwb"“

[
and ot
ever

the Decen ber and Janoary mails
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